Larry McCowin, Dr. Domenico Savatta
and Mrs. Sheila McCowin

Singing the Praises of Robotics

Gospel singer Larry McCowin back on the road
two weeks after Prostate Surgery. BY JEAN NASH WELLS
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soominimal that patients are not asked o donate their
own blood pre-operatively and men who undergo the
robotic procedure return home the following morning
without narcotic pain medicaton,

“Actaally, Mr. MeCowin was not an ideal candidate w
have the robotic procedore, "said his urologist Domenico
Savatta, MDY, of Florham Park NJ who performed the
operation. "His weight and prior hladder surgery made
the procedure very complex. At 280 pounds, he is one
of the heaviest patients ever al Newark Beth Isracl 1o
have the procedure. His prior bladder surgery made ihe
prostate very difficult to find, and some surgeons would
have found the case too risky,

“With each case we have done, we have learned how
tor modify our approach for obese patents and gained
cxperience in handling a number of complex rabotic
prosatectomices. We belicved that the procedure conld
work for Mr. MeCowin and i did,” MoCowin's operation
ook approximately four hours with no complications,

“T saw my wile Sheila, right after the surgery. At that
very moment, T felt fine. T knew that T was going o be
okay, "said McCowin, “A dav alter the operation, I was
able to go home, Alier the catheter was removed, T was
back on the road with the group.”

Price o the surgery, MoCowin like many other prostate
patients, did not have any symproms. He had been
seriened for prosiate cancer in the past and was told that
he should have a biopsy, MeCowin admits that he waited
almaost a vear alter he was dingnosed, considering treat-
ment options hefore he decided to have the surgery.,

“My brother had the open surgery and he was inoa lot
of pain afterwards,” he said, “Being an entertainer, 1 did-
't want o be doswn too long and 1 was concerned abo
nerve damage,” Aller conversations with some of Dr
Savatta’s paticnis who had the procedure, MeCowin was
lurther convineed that he shonld go ahead with the sur-
gerv. “Tmoglad that T had in” he added. "Mow a lot of
people are approaching me o lod out what they need
Lo o in order o have robotic surgery. “T am maore than
willing 1o point them in the right direction, especially i
it can swve somecnde’s life”
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MeCowin shows no signs of slowing down, Lil” Willie
and the Kevnotes are now on their way 1o Michigan
and Chio.

Newark Beth Isracl Medical Center is a 67 1-bed region-
al referral teaching hospital with specialized Programs,
among them heart and kidney ransplanaion, cardiac
surgery, oncology, and maternal /child health services,
With more than 30 |rm|i;1|r'i{' specialtics, Children’s
Hospital of New Jersey cares for children from birth
through adolescence. For more information call
[-8HETHE BETH or visit thenr website at;
www, lheBethFobotoom.

- . . the da Vinci Prostatectomy
is fast becoming an alternative to
the traditional open operation for
prostate cancer.
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